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Unit 1 Overview 

Content Area:                     English (9th grade) 

Unit Title:                            Coming of Age (The Bildungsroman) 

Target Proficiency Level:  Academic 

Unit Summary:  Students will explore the use of language in conveying ideas, meanings and 

interpretations in various forms.  Students will read, practice and explore descriptive writing.  Students will 

read, discuss, and analyze Speak and Harley.  Students will be able to connect these novels their own lives 

and understand what it means to grow up and enter the adult world.  Students will identify common aspects 

of storytelling such as setting, character, conflict, and resolution. 

Unit Rationale:  This unit challenges students to learn how to connect literature to their lives.  As students 

enter high school for the first time, it is important for them to understand what it means to “grow up.”  

Students will also learn the beginning stages of analysis and writing. 

Learning Targets 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Social Studies: 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

Health/Physical Education: 

2.4.8.A.2 Explain how the family unit impacts character development. 

2.2.8.B.1 Predict social situations that may require the use of decision-making skills. 

2.2.12.B.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of good and poor decision-making on oneself, 

friends, family, and others. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Technology Standards: 

8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers or professionals. 
 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

RL. 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis 

of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text, analyze in detail its development over the course 

of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details, and 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how 

it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL. 9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 

(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create specific effects 

(e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  

RL. 9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, 
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including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux 

Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

W. 9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

 

W. 9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis 

of content. 

 Introduce a topic, organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 

and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W. 9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 

audience. 

W.9-10.9 Students will write paragraphs analyzing the central theme of several different pieces of 

literature, citing from each examples or specific information to support their claim 

SL. 9-10. 1 All students will engage in class discussion about numerous topics– discussion will be 

conducted in a variety of forms. 

SL. 9-10.2 Students will discuss various interpretations of poetry as well as create and defend their own 

interpretations.  Students will view power point presentations to help improve understanding 

of dramatic literature. 

SL 9-10.4 Students will share views and opinions about characters and themes from play.  Students 

will share with each other descriptions of diagrams and objects for practice in their 

descriptive abilities. 

Unit Essential Questions 

• How do we accomplish strong descriptive 

language? 

• How do setting and character function in a 

novel? 

• What is coming of age? 

• Why is it important to enter adulthood? 

• How do you analyze a novel for theme? 

• What are the main themes of Speak? 

• What are the main themes of Harley? 

• How does an author use word choice and 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

• Description is important to make sure other 

people understand our intent and view point 

clearly.  Understanding the use of 

descriptive language is closely related to 

understanding how word choice and use 

affects the quality of our speaking and 

writing. 

• Language, tone, setting, point of view, and 

character are all important to meaning  

• Coming of age as an important theme of 

literature and part of life. 
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tone to create meaning? 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will: 

• Recognize themes or central ideas in various forms of writing 

• Practice using good description in their writing – improve their ability to write descriptively 

• Identify language that creates tone and evokes meaning 

• Comprehend and understand Speak and Harley 

• Recognize and discuss symbolism, themes, and deeper meanings in Speak and Harley 

• Discuss and recognize character development and description in Speak and Harley 

• Identify the use of literary techniques in Speak and Harley 

• Write analytically – cite specific lines of text for support 

• Write descriptively 

• Connect the meaning of symbols from a variety of writing styles 

 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment:  Unit test of Speak and Harley and essay. 

Equipment needed:  LED projector, white board, plays, poems, worksheets, power point presentations 

Teacher Resources:  Power point presentations; Speak and Harley; various poems 

Formative Assessments 

• Study guides and analytical worksheets 

• Analytical Essay guidelines 

• Descriptive writing guidelines 

• Analytical paragraph 

• Close reading quizzes 

• Poetry worksheets 

• Descriptive writing activities 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to characters/ themes for Speak 

 

4 day 

Lesson 2 

Summer Reading Test 

 

1 day 

Lesson 3 

Introduction to characters and themes for Harley 

 

4 days 

Lesson 4 

Reading and Analysis of Harley 

 

15 days 

Lesson 5 

Essay Writing and Test 

 

15 days 

Lesson 6 

Vocabulary and Literary Devices 

 

Ongoing 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

4. NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
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information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

 

 

 

Craft and Structure 

4. NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

5. NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

6. NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

10. NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

3. NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

6. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 
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research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.  

8. NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

12. NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 

13. NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

14. NJSLSA. L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

15. NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

16. NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 

an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
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Unit 2 Overview 

Content Area:                     English (9th grade) 

Unit Title:                            Romeo and Juliet 

Target Proficiency Level:  Academic 

Unit Summary:  Students will closely read Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and write a variety of essays 

(including a short research paper) in relation to the play. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts and History  

21st century themes: Critical Thinking, Literary Analysis, Media influence 

Unit Rationale:  This unit allows students to explore the theme of love in several ways.  It also includes a 

close study of the language of Shakespeare as well as expository essay writing, analytical essay writing, 

and comparison essays.  Students will explore the classic love story in literature as well as through film 

adaptations both traditional and modernized.  Students will also practice research skills as they learn about 

Shakespeare. 

Learning Targets 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Social Studies: 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

Health/Physical Education: 

2.4.8.A.2 Explain how the family unit impacts character development. 

2.2.8.B.1 Predict social situations that may require the use of decision-making skills. 

2.2.12.B.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of good and poor decision-making on oneself, 

friends, family, and others. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Technology Standards: 

8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers or professionals. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
RL. 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text, analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details, 

and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 

how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

W. 9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 
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distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W. 9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W. 9-10.7 Complete a short research project to answer a question based on Shakespeare’s life and 

experiences. 

W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources about 

Shakespeare’s life, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 

source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively 

to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation. 

SL. 9-10. 1 All students will engage in class discussion about numerous scenes – discussion will be 

teacher led, then group focused as knowledge and understanding of language increase 

and plot becomes more intricate. 

SL. 9-10.2 Students will discuss various interpretations of scenes from Romeo and Juliet as well as 

create and defend their own interpretations. 

SL 9-10.3 Students will listen to reasoning by two well-versed parties and decide who offers more 

points that are valid and presents arguments in a more persuasive, more valid way. 

SL 9-10.6 Students will modernize Shakespeare’s language and present interpretations to the class 

Unit Essential Questions 

• Why is Shakespeare still relevant today? 

• How is characterization and plot created in 

plays? 

• How do we read Old English and understand 

the language? 

• How do we define love? 

• What do different interpretations of Romeo 

and Juliet have in common?  How do they 

differ? 

• Why do different directors include/exclude 

different information from a story? 

• Who was Shakespeare?  What has he 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

• Shakespeare is still relevant today, because his 

stories are timeless.  The plots and 

relationships are recognizable in many 

modern day novels, films and stories. 

• Characterization and plot are created and 

revealed through dialogue that is very 

different from reading narratives. 

• Practice – Old English is still English!  

Spending time on the language, structure and 

meaning now will help students throughout 

their literary careers. 

• Love is explored and discussed through a 
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contributed to society? 

 

 

 

variety of methods in this unit.  Love is a 

universal emotion and literary theme.  

Students get to explore it in several different 

types of media in this unit. 

• The longevity of a piece of literature helps 

define its place in society.  Romeo and Juliet’s 

story is universal and can be seen in a variety 

of films, stories, poems, etc.  This also allows 

students to compare and contrast how time 

and society change perceptions of literature. 

• Learning about Shakespeare (one of the 

greatest writers of all times) while improving 

their understanding of the research/writing 

process are both important to a student’s 

literary career. 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will: 

• Understand the purpose of a prologue 

• Improve ability to read and comprehend Old English 

• Identify the plot- line elements in Romeo and Juliet 

• Practice note-taking skills 

• Explore language and use of syntax in certain scenes of the play 

• Have the opportunity to view the play through several interpretations of the story and types of 

performances including musical, film, and student produced 

• Form opinions about the interpretations of the play and defend their opinions 

• Explore the theme of love through literary analysis and expository writing 

• Modernize Shakespeare’s language cooperatively and independently 

• Recognize cultural and time-period differences which affect our interpretation and understanding 

of the play 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: Unit test with essay component and modernization of language component 

Equipment needed:  Romeo and Juliet (text), Romeo and Juliet (Zefirelli film), Romeo and Juliet 

(Luhrman film), West Side Story, Gnomeo and Juliet, LCD player 

Teacher Resources:  Romeo and Juliet (text), Romeo and Juliet (Zefirelli film), Romeo and Juliet 

(Luhrman film), West Side Story, Gnomeo and Juliet, Power point presentations. 

Formative Assessments 

• Study guides and analytical worksheets 

• Expository essay 

• Research paper on Shakespeare 

• Character chart/web 

• Group modernization 

• Compare/contrast essay 

• Paragraph defending choice of director’s 

interpretation 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 
Lesson 1 

Introduction to characters/ Prologue 

 

1 day 

Lesson 2 

Theme: Love 

 

4 days 

Lesson 3 

Act I 

 

5 days 
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Lesson 4 

Act II: The balcony scene 

 

5 days 

Lesson 5 

Act III: The climax 

 

7 days 

Lesson 6 

Act IV: group interpretations 

 

4 days 

Lesson 7: 

Act V: resolution 

 

4 days 

Lesson 8: 

Research paper 

 

6 days 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

2. NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 

information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

5. NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

6. NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
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10. NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

3. NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

5. NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

6. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 

research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.  

8. NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

12. NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 

13. NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

14. NJSLSA. L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

15. NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

16. NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 

an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
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Unit 3 Overview 

Content Area:                      English 9  

Unit Title:                            Foundations of a Story and the Basics of Literary Analysis 

Target Proficiency Level:  Academic 

Unit Summary:   
In this unit, students explore the presence and purpose of literary devices within a range of short stories. 

Students learn how to write a literary analysis essay and analyze an author’s use of literary devices such as 

characterization, irony, and setting to create a larger concept or idea, such as theme. Students will use short 

stories from O’Henry to explore these devices and themes. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, History  

21st century themes:  Critical Thinking, Literary Analysis 

Unit Rationale:   
The ability to identify an author’s intent/purpose and analyze how an author creates a message is imperative 

for the student’s achievement in high school, ability to understand literature, and connecting the text to life.  

Analysis and connecting intent with meaning are life skills that apply to a wide range of fields and life 

situations students will experience within and after high school.  Understanding a character’s journey and 

the specific foundations of storytelling are important in allowing students to find themselves within a text, 

understand personality types, and identify structures within life. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Social Studies: 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

Health/Physical Education: 

2.4.8.A.2 Explain how the family unit impacts character development. 

2.2.8.B.1 Predict social situations that may require the use of decision-making skills. 

2.2.12.B.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of good and poor decision-making on oneself, 

friends, family, and others. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Technology Standards: 

8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers or professionals. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
RL. 9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, 

including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux 

Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

W. 9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
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W. 9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W. 9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

 

W. 9-10.7 Complete a short research project to answer a question based on Shakespeare’s life and 

experiences. 

SL. 9-10. 1 All students will engage in class discussion about numerous scenes – discussion will be 

teacher led, then group focused as knowledge and understanding of language increase 

and plot becomes more intricate. 

RL. 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text, analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details, 

and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 

how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RI.9-10.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 

response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 

uncertain. 

RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific 

details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Unit Essential Questions 

• What is characterization and how does it 

contribute to meaning? 

• What is setting and how does it contribute to 

meaning? 

• What is point of view and how does it contribute 

to meaning? 

• What is the difference between plot and conflict 

and how does a story move forward because of 

each? 

• What is irony and how does it contribute to 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

• Character development often connects 

to theme. 

• Point of view affects perspective. 

• Plot and conflict are interrelated but 

affect meaning separately. 

• Irony’s function as a literary device 

and element of speech. 

• Foreshadowing can create meaning 

through its suggestions about conflict. 

• Literary analysis writing skills. 
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meaning? 

• What is foreshadowing and how does it 

contribute to meaning? 

• How might literary devices create theme? 

• What are the parts of an essay and what are their 

functions? 

• What are the parts of the hero’s journey? 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will: 

• Identify literary devices within a text 

• Determine the meaning/theme of a text 

• Analyze how literary devices create meaning 

• Summarize, analyze, and interpret an intangible concept 

• Utilize textual evidence to support a claim 

• Establish an argument to be proven which can be prove (thesis) 

• Make predictions about a text 

• Define, identify, and apply the tragic hero characteristics 

• Analyze figurative language’s creation of meaning 

• Identify cause and effect and the role it has in creation of meaning 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment: One in-class essay and a rewrite analyzing specific literary devices and how 

they created theme/meaning within a short story.  One in-class essay and re-write analyzing one specific 

character’s actions, the effects, and how this contributed to/detracted from the character’s status as a hero. 

One test on O’Henry short stories to check for understanding. 

Equipment needed:  “Last Leaf”, “Gift of the Magi”, “Ransom of Red Chief”, “To Build a Fire,” 

overhead projector, DVD player 

Teacher Resources:  “Last Leaf”, “Gift of the Magi”, “Ransom of Red Chief”, “To Build a Fire,” 

overhead projector, DVD player 
Formative Assessments 

• Reading quizzes 

• Interpretation of an essay 

• Character analysis 

• Episode guide 

• Socratic Seminar 

• Discussion questions 

• Application of a movie to the hero’s 

journey 

• Hero’s journey chart for The Odyssey 

• Interpretation/writing of a speech 

• Summaries of chapters 

• Cause and effect chains 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Characterization within “The Last Leaf” 

 

5 days 

Lesson 2 

Reading of “The Last Leaf” 

 

5 days 

Lesson 3 

Point of View within “The Ransom of Red Chief” 

 

5 days 

Lesson 4 

Plot/Conflict “To Build a Fire” 

 

5 days 

Lesson 5 

Foreshadowing and Irony within “The Gift of the Magi 

 

5 days 

Lesson 6  
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How to Write a Literary Analysis Essay 15 days 

Lesson 7 

The Hero’s Journey 

 

1 day 

Lesson 8 

Final Test 

 

2days 
 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

 

 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

4. NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 

information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

5. NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

6. NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

10. NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 
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Text Types and Purposes 

1. NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

3. NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

6. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 

research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.  

8. NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

11. NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

12. NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 

13. NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

14. NJSLSA. L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

15. NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

16. NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 

an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
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Unit 4 Overview 

Content Area:                     English 9 
Unit Title:                                The Outsider and Outcast to Society-Jonathan Livingston Seagull and 

Ungifted 

Target Proficiency Level:  Academic 

Unit Summary:  In this unit, students learn about the archetype of the outcast or outsider and what it 

means to be separate from the group and different.  They will explore these ideas through Jonathan 

Livingston Seagull and Ungifted 
Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts  

21st century themes:  Critical Thinking, Analytical Writing, Persuasive Writing 

Unit Rationale:  Every student experiences this type of story, and by analyzing a character’s challenges, 

outcast from society or a specific group- the feeling of being different. Students identify and develop the 

skills necessary to identify and assess these issues inside and outside of literature.  

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Social Studies: 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

Health/Physical Education: 

2.4.8.A.2 Explain how the family unit impacts character development. 

2.2.8.B.1 Predict social situations that may require the use of decision-making skills. 

2.2.12.B.1 Predict the short- and long-term consequences of good and poor decision-making on oneself, 

friends, family, and others. 

21st Century Life and Career Standards: 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Technology Standards: 

8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers or professionals. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

RL. 9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, 

including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux 

Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

W. 9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 

 Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, 

distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 



18 

 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W. 9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W. 9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 

W. 9-10.7 Complete a short research project to answer a question based on Shakespeare’s life and 

experiences. 

SL. 9-10. 1 All students will engage in class discussion about numerous scenes – discussion will be 

teacher led, then group focused as knowledge and understanding of language increase 

and plot becomes more intricate. 

 

RL. 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text, analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details, 

and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 

how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RI.9-10.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 

response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 

uncertain. 

RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific 

details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Unit Essential Questions 

• What is unreliable narrator and how does it 

contribute to meaning? 

• What does it mean to be “different”? 

• What are the benefits of being outcast? 

• How does society define norms? 

• What is a Christ figure? 

• What is a biblical allusion? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

• Applying to a well-known story; writing of 

an analytical essay. 

• Identifying narrator’s intent and 

characterization. 

• Comparing/contrasting characters and their 

motivations. 

• Participation in a discussion. 

• Writing of a literary analysis essay. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will: 

• Analyze the theme of the outcast or outsider 

• Define unreliable narrator 

• Identify and analyze the role of unreliable narrator 
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• Define and identify literary devices in a text 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment:  One in-class literary analysis essay  

Equipment needed:  Ungifted, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, examples of biblical allusions, overhead 

projector 

Teacher Resources:  Ungifted, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, examples of biblical allusions, overhead 

projector 
Formative Assessments 

• Reading quizzes 

• Discussion questions 

• Venn diagram 

• T-chart comparison 

• Study guide 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 
Lesson 1 

Introduction to Theme of the Outsider 

 

10 days 

Lesson 2 

Reading and Analysis of Ungifted 

 

20 days 

Lesson 3 

Reading and Analysis of Jonathan Livingston 

Seagull 

 

20 days 

Lesson 4 

Narrative Writing 

 

5 days 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 

information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING AND LANGUAGE 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
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meaning or tone. 

5. NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

6. NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

8. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

10. NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

 

ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING AND LANGUAGE 

Text Types and Purposes 

1. NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

3. NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

6. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 

research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.  

8. NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

Range of Writing 

10. NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

Conventions of Standard English 

17. NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

18. NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
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19. NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

20. NJSLSA. L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

21. NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

22. NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 

an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 
 

 

 

Considerations for classified students and students with a 504 plan: 

Classroom Instruction: 

• All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

• Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

classified students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

• In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the 

special education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the 

curriculum for the students, informing the class room teacher of the 

modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

• Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education 

teachers.  

 

Modifications: 

• Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on 

disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive 

technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.   

 

In-class Assessments: 

• All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers 

should modify tests for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular 

education classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in another 

location with additional time. Students may be tested separately according to 

the IEP. 

• Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in 

accordance with their IEP.   

 

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

Classroom Instruction: 
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• Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language 

Proficiency level.  Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher 

assigned to the building. 

• General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for 

ELLs with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and 

content learning. 

• Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and 

instructional strategies that support language and learning goals for all students.  

This approach to teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career 

ready skills. 

The SIOP Model components:  

1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

• In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general 

education teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and 

additional instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and 

academic success of ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds to 

promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for 

daily lessons that are aligned to District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  

The general Education teacher and ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-

determined amount of classroom instruction. 

• Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

 

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –  

• Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with 

connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, graphic 

organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, modeling, 

working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) or 

specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text. 

• Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

• Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

• Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic 

content language talk and grade level modeling. 

• Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an 

understanding of academic language particular to specific content.  

• Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US
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• Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences.  

Revisions show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic 

content vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence 

structures and using correct punctuation. 

• Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match 

drawings with new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that 

might correspond. 

• Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills 

and develop English fluency. 

• Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and 

synthesize. 

• Study Guides 

 

In Class Assessments: 

• All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support 

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular 

education teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

Considerations for At Risk Students: 

• At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The 

committee works to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance 

level in school and to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety 

of staff members in the building. 

• Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided 

with a copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  

There are academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students with 

recommended strategies unique to each individual. 

• Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will 

help the student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate 

behavioral strategies consistent with the needs of the student. 

• Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified 

timeframe for the plan. 

 

Classroom instruction: 

• Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all 

students in their class.  The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be 

consistent with the student’s ability and learning modality.  

 

Modifications:  

• Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide 

student with opportunity for one on one time for clarification. 

• Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep 

expectations within the framework of the I&RS plan. 

• Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold student to defined 

consequences for not completing work. 

• Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not 

completing assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 
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In Class Assessments: 

• At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.  

• If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete 

assessments. 

 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

• Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all 

students in their class. 

• Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from 

the student. 

• Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their 

knowledge through a variety of platforms. 

• Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual 

student’s ability in mind.  
 

 


